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RAFFLE ITEMS FOR AUGUST DINNER MEETING 

No Raffle This Month Due to the Picnic 

F ellow SPFF members, you’ve probably 
marked your calendars so you can join 

us at the annual picnic.  Since we don’t 
have a dinner meeting in August, be sure to 
come to Carpinteria, and enjoy free food 
and beverages with friends.  You can es-
cape the Valley’s heat and enjoy comforta-
ble beach weather with pleasant tempera-
tures.  We will have a raffle, and our fly fish-
ing “garage” sale will be an opportunity for 
great deals that benefit the club.  
 Rincon Park has shade, picnic bench-
es, real bathrooms, a shower, and conven-
ient parking.  Do I need to say there will be 
much cooler temperatures, again?  We will 
have a few simplified casting games with 
prizes, and you can fish the surf—there will 
be a rising tide that morning! 
 We hope to see you there—bring your 
surf fishing gear, but don’t forget your li-

cense with an Ocean Enhancement Valida-
tion!  If you want to bring an umbrella, blan-
ket and beach chairs, and park yourself on 
the beach, we won’t mind.  There is a paved 
walkway down to the sand.  
 

Sunday, August 20 
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 

at 
Rincon Beach Park 

Carpinteria 
(Highway 101 @ Bates Road) 

 

Low tide is at 3:28 a.m. 
High tide is at 9:51 a.m. 

 
Alcohol is permitted for those of us over 21, but 

smoking is prohibited. 

Annual SPFF Picnic 
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I f you have ever wanted to try blue-
water fishing, this could be your 

chance. Join me on the Fortune, based 
out of San Diego, September 26-27. 
This trip targets tuna, yellowtail, dorado 
and skipjack. All are hard pulling fish 
that will definitely get into your back-
ing! I even have extra 11 weight rods 
and flies so all you need is your fishing 
license. Cost of the trip is $725.00 and 
that includes dinner the night of depar-
ture, all meals and snacks during the 
trip, Mexican permit and a bunk to 
sleep in after an exhausting day of pull-
ing on fish. The trip is limited to 16 
anglers and we try to have ½ conven-
tional and ½ fly as we find that mix 
holds fish around the boat for much 
longer. For questions or to reserve your 
spot, contact Michael Schweit @ 
 
 818.6019702 
 
or msangler@earthlink.net. 
 
 

L ately I have become aware that we take a lot for 
granted and that many of our Club traditions and 

names may not be familiar to everyone, especially new 
members. Last weekend I was asked about the meaning 
of GSO and I explained that, even though it is not our 
first outing of the year, it is the outing where the new 
ITFF graduates “get started” on the rivers and lakes under 
the tutelage of more experienced Club members. In re-
cent years, we have expanded the scope of the GSO to 

include specialty classes using one or two out of the 48 licensed guides in the Sierra. 
I have encouraged this because I believe that guides are not only the gatekeepers of 
our sport but are like the carpool lane to the next skill level. I have fished with 
enough guides to fill a book. Along the way I have helped with their boat payments 
and kid’s college funds, listened to their stories and nodded knowingly when told I 
should have been there last week. Often their teaching skills sharply remind me of 
my strict Scottish schooling and their politics tend to the right of right. That said, 
guides have encouraged me to cast with both hands, taught me to wade without fall-
ing in, ties knots quickly and fish the higher percentage water. If you are willing to 
work hard, then most guides will return your effort in spades. Be aware that they are 
dealing with a consuming public whose need for assurances and gratification has 
never been higher. Long after you are showered and cleaned up at the motel, they 
are hauling a boat into their driveway and making lunches for the next day. We are 
fortunate to have a wealth of guides in the Sierra and serving the local surf scene. 
Give them a try – it is impossible not to learn from the experience.  
    Another question concerns the annual picnic. We have tried many venues from 
Lake Balboa, Lake Malibou to the Mission at San Fernando and, because of rising 
valley temperatures we have settled on the delightful picnic area at Rincon Beach in 
Carpinteria. There will be special Italian sausages, veggie burgers, baked beans, 
salads, chips and the traditional ice cream. Along with casting games, the surf is 
close enough to provide excellent sport. No need for waders but don’t forget your 
fishing license– the corbina have been running and your chances are good. Most 
important, BRING YOUR EXTRA NO LONGER USED GEAR for the rummage 
sale table. Last year we raised over $1000 that went to a good cause. Kevin will be 
sending a reminder closer to the date of AUGUST 20.  
See you there! 

Marshall      

 

. Board Members & Committees 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

D I R E C T O R S  &  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R S  
 
 

President _________________ Marshall Bissett      818.259.1551   
Vice President ____________________________________Open 
Community Relations  _______ Michael Peratis       818.645.6031 
Conservation  ______________ Debbie Sharpton    805.338.8278 
Recording Secretary _________ John Roberts       818.512.4617  
Education _________________ Steve Ebersold      818.340.5382 
Librarian __________________ Tom Wright      818.367.8827 
Membership _______________ Jay Bushore      818.970.4685 
Newsletter Editor ___________ Glen Atkinson      661.305.8409  
Newsletter Circulation _______ Richard Ress      818 783.8684 
Outings ___________________ Jim Fleisher      818.990.4921  
Programs _________________ Marshall Bissett      818.259.1551 
Raffles____________________ Steve Esgate      818.723.5122 
Special Projects ____________ Glenn Short      818.990.5599 
Fundraising________________ Kevin Radanovich 818.421.2044 
Treasurer _________________ Mike Hembree       818.368.8177 
Webmaster _______________ Ren Colantoni      818.842.0389 
Technical Assistant _________ Aran Dokovna      661.296.7633 
SWCFF Representative_______ Tom Wright      818.367.8827 
Social Media _______________ _____________________ Open      
Member at Large ___________ Don Lee      818.990.0248 

      

 

PLEASE WELCOME NEW     
MEMBERS 

By Jay Bushore, Membership Chair 

T he members of Sierra Pacific Flyfishers look for-
ward to meeting you.  We hope to get to know you 

better  at the Monthly Dinner Meetings, in our educa-
tional programs and on the water.  SPFF always wel-
comes new members.      

Members, please introduce yourselves to new mem-
bers at our monthly dinner meetings and make them 
feel welcome!  

 

 

Andy MacDonald  

Jack Anderson  

Rudy Rodriquez  

Bluewater 
Opportunity 
By Michael Schweit 

tel:%28818%29%20601-9702
mailto:msangler@earthlink.net
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A n exception-
al turnout, 

fabulous weather 
and a spirit of 
discovery were 
the key words for 
GSO 2017. The 
bleak fishing re-
ports did nothing 
to dampen the 
ardor of Club 
members making 
their way to Big 
Springs, Little 
Virginia Lake, 
Crowley, Lyell 
Fork and Long Years in search of trout. Advance scouts 
Jim Fleisher and Richard Plunkett whetted appetites with 
daily website posts. Pat Jaeger, local Sierra guide and Club 

speaker, 
tempted a 
small group 
over to the 
dark side of 
Tenkara 
(don’t ask - its 
secret) on the 
Upper Owens. 
David 
DeBeaupre 
met his 
groups by the 
green church 
at Benton 

Crossing – many were seen praying for success.  
    For my part, I forsook rod and reel to become a tourist. 

With my tentatively outdoorsy wife Janne, we followed the 

guidebooks, not the fishing maps. It started with a traffic 

accident on 

Highway 14. 

Re-directed 

on to Soledad 

Canyon 

Road, we hit 

the hairpin 

bends as the 

moonscape of 

Canyon 

Country flew 

by. This is a 

road for cars 

that love corners – a small taste of the Alps in So Cal. 

    On 395 

most people 

creep through 

the town of 

Independ-

ence, ever 

wary of the 

speed limits, 

without notic-

ing the Still 

Life Café. An 

oasis of 

French bistro 

cuisine set 

amidst MacDonald’s and Carl’s Jr, it is the antithesis of fast 

food. In fact, it’s quite slow and a tad pricey but the cuisine 

is fresh and interesting.  

    Leaving our charming condo in Mammoth (thanks Col-

leen Newkirk!) we headed up 395 to Bridgeport, making a 

stop at the old mining town of Bodie on the return trip. This 

sounds easy but the last three miles on a dirt road surround-

ed by graders and earth movers, gave us extra admiration 

for the early prospectors who did it on a single horsepower 

four-legged creature. The late afternoon drive back along 

the June Lake Loop made you realize why people live or 

vacation in the Golden State. Only in Mammoth can you 

find haute cuisine above a bowling alley. The Mammoth 

Bistro is well worth a visit, and a welcome change from 

BBQ and burgers. On Sunday we cruised up to Twin Lakes 

where a magnificent waterfall cascades two hundred feet to 

the lake below. A float tuber might give this a single glance 

and get back to fishing, but it is well worth a long stare. 

    At the base of a hiking trail I photographed a father car-

rying four chil-

dren, and in turn 

met a professional 

photographer who 

snapped a picture 

of us. Will I be 

giving up my fly 

rod to become a 

scenery watcher? 

No, but I did get a 

glimpse of a magi-

cal world beyond 

the end of the rod 

tip. 

GSO 2017 – IT’S NOT ALL ABOUT THE FISHING 

YES, I SAID THAT! 

By Marshall Bissett 

France on the 

David DeBeaupre and his  

Saturday Clinic 

The falls at Twin Lakes 

Family Man! 

Colleen Newkirk ready to slay ‘em! 

Family Man! 
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T his was the 
best GSO 

ever! More peo-
ple attended this 
year than any 
other year in the 
history of the 
club! More fish 
were caught and 
it was TERRIF-
IC!  
 
Seriously, de-

spite all the efforts of Mother Nature to thwart our efforts, 
SPFF came through and created a great GSO. The water was 
high and fierce, but our intrepid leaders found good places to 
catch fish. We spread our good cheer all around the Mam-
moth Lakes area to show everyone that we can catch fish 
under any conditions (well not exactly as the Graduation Out-
ing in April demonstrated).  
 
After eating and greeting at the Breakfast Club each morning, 

we fanned out to Virginia 
Lakes, Dana Fork, Lyell 
Fork, Upper Owens River 
(in several places) and 
Crowley Lake. I really 
need to thank our club 
leaders who rose to the 
occasion and found great 
places to take their 
groups: Steve Ebersold at 
Big Springs, Erwin Gold-
bloom at Virginia Lakes, David Hoffberg at Dana Fork, Gene 
Mahn at Dana Fork, Roger Backlar at Lyell Fork and Bill 
Woods at Crowley Lake. Without their expertise and guid-
ance, this trip would not have been possible. We even got to 
see Marshall Bissett row his wife, Janne, around Virginia 
Lakes! 
 
In addition, there were instructional classes by two profes-
sional guides, David D’beupre and Pat Jaeger. Richard Ress 
has still not recovered after catching his first fish on a Tenka-

ra rod in Pat Jaeger’s class, and 
Jack Anderson caught several fish 
and I caught three nice fish with 
David D’beaupre on the Upper 
Owens. 
 
The Saturday evening Barbecue 
dinner arranged by Steve Ebersold 
at the Breakfast Club was a hit as 
usual. We heard some fish stories 
and had some prizewinners. 
 
Despite the fact that I aged 10 years 

in the process of try-
ing to make this hap-
pen (frozen Saddlebag 
Lake-no backpacking, 
closed road to Devils 
Post Pile until the 
eleventh hour, de-
stroyed Tioga Pass 
resort (no pies this 
year) and water levels 
approaching Niagara 
Falls) it all seemed to 
work out in the end. I 
need to give a special 
thanks to Richard Plunkett, who also happened to come up on 
Monday and really helped me scout out the area to help our 
leader find places to fish. 

 
The drought is over for this year 
and who knows what next year will 
bring, but we are all blessed to have 
a place like Mammoth Lakes so 
readily available where (as I stated 
in one of my daily updates) you can 
ski in the morning, play golf in the 
afternoon and still catch the even-
ing hatch on Twin Lakes!! 

GETTING STARTED OUTING (GSO) 2017 
JIM FLEISHER 

OUTINGS CHAIRPERSON 
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I  recently was involved in an expedition to west central 
Nevada to visit some ghost towns in that area. Yes, 

there are people who “collect” ghost towns and mining 
sites. Using Tonopah as a base, we visited one site called 
Berlin, about 70 miles to the north. This site is a Nevada 
state park, and the few buildings and mine site there are 
maintained in a state of “arrested decay”,  just like Bodie 
in California. There are guided paths among the ruins 
and signs explaining what you are seeing. There is a crew 
of three rangers here that maintain the place and answer 
questions. 
Camping is 
available. 
Around the 
corner from 
the town site 
and up a dirt 
road we came 
to modern 
steel building. 
In this build-
ing is an ex-
posed rock 
outcropping, 
and embed-
ded in this 
rock are the 
skeletal remains of at least 10 ichthyosaurs. (No, ichthyo-
saurs are not dry flies.) They are “fish lizards”, and date 
to ancient seas 200 million years ago. The site of Berlin 
has the largest collection of these fossils in the states and 
these have been heavily researched over the years. 
    To give you an idea of the nature of the beast, consider 
Figure 1. This wall contains an outline of the typical ich-
thyosaur of the kind found at the site, in this case, about 
70 feet in length. One of 
our explorers is included 
for visual scale. From the 
guidebook we find: 
“Ichthyosaurs were more 
perfectly adapted to their 
marine environment than 
any other reptile. They 
surfaced to breath through 
lungs and bore live young. 
Their body was stream-
lined and well equipped 
with a propulsive vertical 
tail, paddles for balance 
and turning and a dorsal 
fin to prevent rolling. 
Their elongated jaw had 
many sharp teeth for 
catching prey and their enormous eyes were well suited 
for scanning dimly lit water for food.” 

    Inside the building we find the lump of rock that con-
tains the fossils. Figure 2 illustrates the skeleton of the 
largest of the group with an outline of the arrangement of 
parts as they now exist. From the left, we see the triangu-
lar head, two pectoral fins, ventral fins, and the tail. Con-
sidering that the site is at almost 7000 feet in altitude and 
was once under water, we can understand how the thing 
got twisted and beat up over time. There are letter labels 
applied to the various bone outcroppings and with a 
guide book you can tell what is where. The ranger pro-

vided an ex-
cellent presen-
tation of what 
we were see-
ing.  
    So, the first 
thing that 
came to mind 
was what sort 
of fly fishing 
gear one might 
need to fish 
for such a 
beast. For a 
rod, rather 
than the tradi-
tional size 

measurements of 5, 6, or 7, perhaps a 200 might work, or 
a small fir tree, whichever is larger. For line, I’m think-
ing steel cable, probably at least 1.5 inches. For a reel, 
any war surplus winch on a Sherman Tank might work. 
But the real question would be what fly to use. We have 
some excellent fly tiers in the group. Perhaps they could 
make some recommendations or maybe even tie a couple 
up for us. It would have to look like  primitive fish or 

amphibian, maybe 8 feet 
long, and brightly colored. 
Well, I’ll let you experts 

figure that one out. I’m 

still trying to locate an 

appropriate landing net. 

For those of you into fish 

lizards, this is a great 

place to visit. 

Figure 1 

Figure 2 

Desert Fishing 
By Ren Colantoni 



8 



9 (Continued on next page) 

FLY FISHING GARAGE SALE 
 &  

GEAR HOARDERS INTERVENTION 
AT THE SIERRA PACIFIC FLY FISHERS ANNUAL PICNIC 

AUGUST 20, 2017, RINCON BEACH PARK, CARPINTERIA, 9AM-2PM 

BRING ALL YOUR USED AND POSSIBLY UNUSED “SPARE” FLY FISH-

ING GEAR TO HELP SPREAD THE OBSESSION WITH THE NEW FLY 

FISHERS. 
 

 

IF YOU ARE WONDERING IF YOU “MIGHT” HAVE A PROBLUM JUST ANSWER A FEW OF 

THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS? 

IF YOUR SPOUSE OR PARTNER COMPLAINED THAT THERE IS NO ROOM TO PARK IN 

THE GARAGE DUE TO THE VOLUMNE OF FLY FISHING GEAR YOU HAVE?  YOU 

MIGHT BE A GEAR HOARDER 

IF YOU HAVE FLY POLES, REELS OR GEAR THAT STILL HAVE TAGS ON THEM FROM 

SEVERAL YEARS AGO?        YOU COULD BE A GEAR HOARDER. 

IF YOU HAVE FLY FISHING GEAR THAT YOU HAVENT USED IN THE LAST 2-YEARS?  

YOU COULD BE A GEAR HOARDER 

IF YOU’RE FLY TYING MATERIALS EXCEED THE AMOUNT THAT YOU COULD POSSI-

BLY USE IF YOU TIED EVERY DAY FOR 100 YEARS?  YOU COULD BE GEAR HOARD-

ER 

IF YOU HAVE 10 OF EVERYTHING AS BACK-UP? YOU MIGHT BE A GEAR HOARDER 

IF YOU HAVE GEAR FOR A STYLE OF FLY FISHING THAT YOU HAVE NEVER DONE OR 

LIKELY WILL NEVER DO? YOU MIGHT BE A GEAR HOARDER 

IF YOU HAVE SPENT MORE ON STORAGE SPACE THAN WHAT YOUR GEAR ACTUALLY 

COSTS?  

YOU MIGHT BE A GEAR HOARDER 

IF YOU HAVE GEAR THAT NO LONGER FITS, AND LIKELY WILL NEVER FIT? YOU 

MIGHT BE A GEAR HOARDER 
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Miscellaneous  

 

IF YOU HAVE ANSWERED 

YES TO 1 OR ALL OF THE 

QUESTIONS ABOVE YOU 

ARE A GEAR HOARDER. 

IT’S TIME FOR AN INTER-

VENTION, CLEAN THE 

CLOSET, GARAGE, SPARE 

BEDROOM, OFFICE AND 

ANY OTHER HIDING SPOT 

AND BRING YOUR GEAR 

TO THE AUGUST 23RD FLY 

FISHING GARAGE SALE. 

If you can’t make the event or 

you’re on the verge of a divorce 

from your hoarding, we’ll come 

pick up your stuff.  Please call 

Kevin Radanovich’s gear hoard-

ing hot line at 818-421-2044 or 

email him at: kev-

in@greenwall.us .  You’ll feel so 

much better after the purge, 

you’ll have good karma for help-

ing the new fly fishers and you’ll 

get a great “legitimate” tax deduc-

tion.  

 

B ecome an SPFF Project 
Healing Waters Volun-

teer. 
 

S pend time with a Veteran 
and share the wonderful 

world of Fly Fishing. 
 
 

W e teach fly casting, fly 
tying, show a fishing 

video from time to time, 
share fishing trip stories, go 
fishing occasionally, and al-
ways have a FUN TIME! 
 

M any of the Veterans 
have become SPFF club 

members and are enjoying 
attending SPFF monthly din-
ner meetings, learning to fly 
cast and tie flies, and are 
making new fly fishing 
friends. 
 

S o Come Join the Fun! 
1st and 3rd Thursday 

4:00 PM to 5:45 PM 
Sepulveda Vet Center 
9739 Haskell Avenue 

Sepulveda / Mission Hills, CA 
91343 

Lead     dhoff-
berg@aol.com 

 
 
 

SPFF Library 

 You can “browse the stacks” online by 
going to the www.spff.org website.  

All materials are available for mem-
bers to check out at no charge. 

A link is provided to contact  
 our Librarian.  

Casting Clinic at Balboa Lake 
 

1st  & 3rd Saturday each month 
unless otherwise noted.   
 
Instructors are usually available 
most Saturday mornings                                                                                                       
9 -11AM, schedules permitting. 

 

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  
  

 FLY PAPER ENTRIES—Please 
email copies of your photos or 
“jpegs” at the unedited, original 
size and other newsletter items to     
Glen Atkinson at: 

 

news@spff.org 
 

DEADLINE:   
3rd Thursday each month     
by 5 PM (Dinner Meeting) 

 

(Continued from previous page) 

mailto:kevin@greenwall.us
mailto:kevin@greenwall.us
mailto:dhoffberg@aol.com
mailto:dhoffberg@aol.com
http://www.spff.org/
mailto:news@spff.org
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CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS  2017 

 

August 2017 

  IFFF Fly Fishing Faire…………...1-5 
  Board Meeting ................................. 3 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 3 

  PHW Vets ………………………...17 
  Annual Picnic…………………....20 

 

September 2017 

  Labor Day…………………………..4 
  Board Meeting ................................. 7 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 7 

  Rosh Hashanah……………………21 
  PHW Vets ……………………… ...21 
  Dinner Meeting…………….…….21 
  SWC FFI Interclub Tourney.……...23 
  Yom Kippur……………………….30 
 

October 2017 

  Board Meeting ................................. 5 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 5 
Columbus Day…………………….  9 

  PHW Vets ………………………...19 
  Dinner Meeting…….……….…....19 
  Riptide Rendezvous………...…….21 
  Halloween……………………...…31 
 

November 2017 

  Board Meeting ................................. 2 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 2 

  Veteran’s Day………….…………..11 
  PHW Vets …………….…………...16 
  Dinner Meeting…….……….…….16 
  Thanksgiving………….…………...23 
 

December 2017 

  Board Meeting ................................. 7 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 7 
Hanukkah………………………….13 

  Dinner Meeting…………….…….21 
  PHW Vets ………………………...21 
  Christmas………………………….25 
  Kwanzaa (Day 1)...………………..26 
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Great Pacific Iron Works /

Patagonia  
235 West Santa Clara St 

Ventura, CA 93001 
805.643.6074 

 
Orvis 

345 S Lake Ave 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

626.356.8000 
 

Kern River Fly Shop 

11301 Kernville Rd 

Kernville, CA 93238 

760. 376.2040 

 

www.tu.org 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

 
Real Cheap Sports 
36 W. Santa Clara St 
Ventura, CA 93001 

805.648.3803 
 

The Trout Fitter  
Shell Mart Center  #3 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 
93546, 760.924.3676 

 
Patagonia Pasadena 

47 North Fair Oaks Ave 

Pasadena, CA 91103 

626-795-0319  

Sierra Pacific Fly fishers proudly supports the conservation efforts of: 

www.fedflyfishers.org 

FEDERATION OF     
FLY FISHERS 

www.dfg.ca.gov/fishing 

CALIFORNIA DEPT 
OF FISH & WILDLIFE 

T he Board of Directofollowing rs and membership of the Sierra Pacific Flyfishers wish to 
express their appreciation to the retailers. Their promotion of our club and its activities 

throughout the year, and their contributions of products and services help us to continue the 
various public services that we offer. 

 
A16 Outfitters 

5425 Reseda Blvd 
Tarzana CA 91356 

818.345.4266 

 
West LA A16 Outfitters 

11161 W Pico Blvd,  
Los Angeles, CA 90064  

(310) 473-4574  
 

Fishermen’s Spot 
14411 Burbank Blvd 
Van Nuys, CA 91401 

818.785.7306 
 
 
 

www.caltrout.org 

CAL TROUT 

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

Bennet Mintz 
(yes, those are his fingers) 

Bull Trout 
Hoh River, WA 

Next Dinner Meeting 
 Tuessday Sept 21 

Monterey At Encino 
16821 Burbank Blvd 
Encino, CA 91436 

 

No Dinner Menu This Month 

 

Come to the Picnic! 

 
Cocktails at 6:00 PM / Dinner 7:00  

Call 818.789.1919 Ext 10 (Michelle) or 
email  

MontereyatEncino@Gmail.com 
Reserve by Monday, Sept 18 

$32.00 Cash or Check, No Cards 

Non-dining guests are now FREE! 

mailto:montereyatencino@gmail.com?subject=SPFF%20dinner%20reservation

